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SALMONELLOSIS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  TURTLES 

—   JUL     3  19/4 

That  pet  turtles  are  a  source  of  salmonellosis  for  children  has  been  recognized  for 
over  10  years,  since  the  first  case  report  anneared  in  iQfi-^      xt  recognized  for 

have  confirmed  this  relationship.  appeared  in  1963.     Numerous,  subsequent  reports 

Epidem"9V5lf"'fr7rf /""f      the  extent  of  the  problem  in  the  United  States  (Am.J. 

full''  r'r\^'f^  salmo^nellosis  h^d  f  e^^^afat  JhVt  m  ^l  tlTTr^' 

ness'of  "      T    ^^  ^""T^  °'  '°  ^^"'^'^^         ^^^^^^  ^  ^hild  had  had  a  documented  viral 
;    U  neL  Tm     '?hu;  °52.'  °7         "  '^"'^"^  ^o.se^oU  at  the  ti^  o  onset 

sLiificant    f  '       salmonellosis  cases  were  turtle-associated-a  highly 

9  familierj  n  ""^^'""^        statistical  methods.     In  addition,  in  6  of  the 

9  families  still  possessing  a  pet  turtle  at  the  time  of  investigation    th^  turtle  wis 
oth  ^S^f^uS:  g^^-  salmonella  serotype  as  had  been  recovered'from  the  pa ?he 
.L-s\SL^^rroX^;----^ 

In  another  area,   (State  of  Washington)   11. 6%  (12  of  61 oii  u 
cases  from  1965  -  1967  were  associat*.d  I  I     W         i    I  ^"'"^^  salmonella 

0  -^V  n  of  iflir  ^         u'        ^*  '^^^  subsequent  3-year  period  1968  -  1970  onlv 

less  ^rked.  1„  the  attack  rates  <,£  aal^neUosia  for  chndrero!^^^'^  of  a^e    °  ' 

rfL£~ 

state  of  orig  „  "l„°fd  t  Z    d^t^Ua  ol'r  f^V^'"^  *^ 

Reported  cases  of  salmonellosis  in  Montana  ovpr  hha  1=0-  ^ 
around  60  cases  per  year    ranging  from  3 Ho  8?      t!  ,  ^^''^  averaged 

might  have  been  associat;d  wiS  ^et  t^r    es      ^e  wJ^ld^hr'  """^        "^'^^^  '^^^^^ 
this  year,  on  the  possible  extend  of '?h"s'p;obLVi:'MonS:a"  information 

On  May  28.  1974,  FDA  published  in  the  "Federal  Pooio^^^o 
to  correct  the  existing  problem.    One  „o„td  b!"  th^  safe  lrne  "tur  fr-'^j™ 

of  action  should  be  taken,  a^d  i„:ui  ^„™ent:':'  Z  s  nf  b^Sri".^  29  T''^ 
«X"a^d'2'oS2.'°°''         "'"^  ""inl-ratlon.  Roo„  6-86!'":oo1"he^s'L";  J!c"vJu:!^ 


(Over) 


Helwrio,  M  •'■^'■ono  5960  i- 


It  is  the  current  thinking  in  this  office  that  an  outright  ban  on  pet  turtles  is 
unnecessarily  strict  in  view  of  the  facts  now  known,  and  that  other  alternatives  have  not 
been  adequately  explored.    We  encourage  anyone  with  thoughts  or  comments  on  this  topic 
to  contact  us  in  writing  or  write  directly  to  the  FDA, 

Any  comments,  any  questions,  contact  this  office  449-2645. 
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